Week 5: Live a Life of Love 
Discussion Guide 
 
Before we begin, let’s take a quiet moment and pray for God’s direction of our time together. Then we’ll take a couple of minutes to go around and share where we’ve seen God at work in our lives this week. 
 
Introduction 
Last week, we explored how God’s heart reaches across human divisions and how followers of Jesus are called to live with humility, hope, and honor. The suggested Action Steps were to: Identify and surrender to God one cultural, ethnic, or political bias you have against a person or a people group OR genuinely seek to understand someone who sees things differently than you, and resist all-or-nothing thinking in conversation. How did that go this week? 
This week, Romans turns toward everyday life in Christian community. We all want relationships where we are known, valued, and loved. But real community is not built by finding perfect people. It is built as God brings different kinds of people together and teaches us how to live with love, humility, patience, and conviction. 
Connect 
· What helps you feel valued in a community or relationship? 
· What makes community hard sometimes? 
· When differences arise, how do you usually respond? 
Opening 
Most of us want belonging, but we often want it on our own terms. We may prefer people who think like us, move at our speed, or see life the way we do. 
Romans gives us a fuller picture. God intentionally brings different people together for good. He gives gifts to each person, and he works in people’s lives at different speeds and in different ways. 
Love in community is not just about being nice. It is about learning to honor the work of God in one another. This leads us to our Main Idea for the week: 
Main Idea 
We can build a spiritual community where everyone is valued. 
Unpack 
Read each set of verses out loud as a group, making observations as you go. Afterward, discuss each of the connected questions before moving to the next set of verses. 
Romans 12:4–8 
In this passage, Paul describes the church as one body with many members, each with different gifts and roles. 
· What stands out to you about the picture of one body with many parts? 
· Why do you think different gifts are important in a healthy community? 
· How might recognizing your own gifting help you serve others more faithfully? 
Read 
Psalm 133:1 
In this short but powerful verse, the psalmist celebrates the goodness of God’s people living together in unity. 
· Why do you think unity is described as good and pleasant? 
· What helps create unity in a group? 
· What tends to damage it? 
Read 
John 13:34–35 
In this passage, Jesus tells his followers to love one another the way he has loved them. 
· How does Jesus define the kind of love his followers should have? 
· Why is love such a powerful witness to the world? 
· What might loving others well look like when you disagree with them? 
Action Step 
This is where we take what we’ve discussed and put it into practice. Read the action steps below and discuss how you can live them out this week in practical ways. 
1. This week, prayerfully read Romans 12:1–21 and look for one way to step into your gifting from God. 
What is one strength, opportunity, or area of service you sense God inviting you to use? 
2. Make a God-honoring choice to respect the sensitivity of someone in your life. 
Where might love call you to show restraint, empathy, or understanding for the sake of another person? 
As you think about these steps, what will you commit to this week? Share with the group so you can encourage and pray for one another. 
Closing 
Christian community is one of God’s gifts to us, but it takes intention to build. As we learn to recognize each person’s value, honor one another’s growth, and practice love with humility, God forms something beautiful among us. We become a community where people are seen, shaped, and strengthened together. 
Pray Together 
As we wrap up, we’ll go around and invite anyone to share anything they’d like prayer for together. You can share or just pass. Also, below is a Journey of Faith Missionary we can pray for as we close. 



Missionary Focus 
Radha & Samen Manickam 
 
**For some of our missionaries, certain details are kept private to protect their safety and the sensitive nature of their work. Thank you for understanding as we share what we can.:  
 
Ministry Description 
 
Radha and Samen Manickam: The Manickam's ministry reaches Cambodians in the US and Cambodia through four key areas: church networking, church planting, Christian education, and charity ministry  
 
Prayer Requests:  
 
· That the Manickam would continue to build positive and strategic relationships  
· That the God would continue to open doors for the ministry to meet practical needs in their community 
Spend a few minutes in prayer for Radha & Samen 
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Reflection Verse for the Week 
*Read this verse, then encourage the practice of reflection and memorization throughout the week. 
Romans 12:10 
“Love each other with genuine affection and take delight in honoring each other.” 
**When practiced consistently, memorizing Bible verses can be an important spiritual practice that centers your mind around the truth that God has given us. 
Daily Devotional Verses 
Use the “Discovery Method” to reflect on the verses below.  For each passage of Scripture, ask yourself these questions:   
· What do these verses reveal about who God is?  
· What do these verses reveal about us/others?  
· What do these verses invite or inspire you to think, feel, or do?  
Day 1: Ecclesiastes 4:9–10 
Day 2: Psalm 15:1–3 
Day 3: Proverbs 27:17 
Day 4: John 15:12–13 
Day 5: Galatians 6:1–2 
Day 6: Philippians 2:1–4 
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