Week 6: Friendship on the Romans Road 
Discussion Guide 
 
Before we begin, let’s take a quiet moment and pray for God’s direction of our time together. Then we’ll take a couple of minutes to go around and share where we’ve seen God at work in our lives this week. 
 
Introduction 
Last week, we explored how God forms loving Christian community by teaching us to value one another with grace and humility. The suggested Action Steps were: 1. Prayerfully read Romans 12:1–21 and look for one way to step into your gifting from God and 2. Make a God-honoring choice to respect the sensitivity of someone in your life. How did that go this week? 
This week, we conclude The Road by looking at how Paul ends his letter. After all the theology, instruction, and challenge, he closes with people. He names friends, coworkers, fellow servants, and faithful women and men who helped carry the mission of Jesus forward. The Christian life was never meant to be a solo road. It is a shared journey of friendship, gratitude, and witness. 
As we were challenged to build a big, diverse, coworking spiritual support team of our own, we also faced the tension that sometimes a strong team can accidentally gravitate toward an inward perspective. The vision Jesus has is different: our unity is meant to have us look outward, inviting more and more people to begin a relationship with him.  
Connect 
· Who has helped shape your faith in meaningful ways? 
· Why does developing deep friendships around faith sometimes accidentally lead to us losing sight of sharing our faith with others?  
· What makes it hard to share your faith with someone who does not know Jesus? 
Opening 
One of the reasons we may not share our faith regularly is that we don’t know how to easily explain it. How do I wrap all of my experiences with God and the good he’s done for me into a conversation? How can I share in a way that is succinct and understandable, but still based on the truth of the Bible? 
Today in our group, we’re going to learn one tool that Christians have been using for over 100 years as a framework for explaining the message of Jesus: The Romans Road.  The Romans Road is a series of 4-5 verses from the book of Romans that, when explained together, give a wonderful overview of the core tenants of Christianity.  Understanding the Romans Road can give us confidence in our own faith, and a straightforward framework for how we might share the basics of faith in Jesus. 
Main Idea 
We can share the foundational truths of the Good News by using the Romans Road. 
Unpack 
Read each set of verses out loud as a group, making observations as you go. Afterward, discuss each of the connected questions before moving to the next set of verses. 
Read 
Romans 3:23 
 
· What two or three elements of this verse might sound foreign to someone who’s never read it? What terms does Paul use that we might need to explain, and how would you do that? 
· People are often scared that Christians will be judgmental – what are some ways that this verse actually connects Christians to people who don’t believe? 
· What is the benefit of sharing this verse with someone who hasn’t yet made a decision to follow Jesus? 

Read 
Romans 6:23 
· This is both the dreaded bad news of the Bible and the incredible Good News!  What does this verse mean to you? 
· What does Paul mean by “death” here? How does our sin result in death? 
· Why do you think Paul emphasizes the “free” gift of God in this verse? 
Read 
Romans 5:8 
· What two or three vital truths stick out to you from this verse?   
· It has been said that Romans 3:23 and 6:23 should never be read without also reading Romans 5:8 – why could that be? What primary characteristic of God is revealed in this verse? 
Read 
Romans 10:9 
· This verse gives us the Action Steps we should each take to begin a relationship with Jesus. If you’ve made this decision, what did it look like in your life to take these steps? 
· Why is it important to do BOTH of these steps: believing internally and declaring it publicly? What would it mean if we only did one or the other? 
 





Action Step 
This is where we take what we’ve discussed and put it into practice. Read the action steps below and discuss how you can live them out this week in practical ways. 
1. This week, take the time to memorize the four verses of the Romans Road. 
Which of these verses resonate the most with your own story? 
2. Practice writing out a quick summary of what we learn from the Romans Road, so you can share it with a friend. 
How can thinking about these verses help us prepare to share the Good News with someone in our lives?  
As you think about these steps, what will you commit to this week? Share with the group so you can encourage and pray for one another. 
Closing 
As Romans comes to an end, we are reminded that the road of faith is not walked alone. God meets us through friendships, encouragement, partnership, and the witness of people who have gone before us. He also invites us to keep making space for others to join the journey. As we live with gratitude and openness, our lives can help point others toward Jesus. 






Pray Together 
As we wrap up, we’ll go around and invite anyone to share anything they’d like prayer for together. You can share or just pass. Also, below is a Journey of Faith Missionary we can pray for as we close. 
Missionary Focus 
Insert name(s) 
**For some of our missionaries, certain details are kept private to protect their safety and the sensitive nature of their work. Thank you for understanding as we share what we can.:  
 
Ministry Description 
 
Prayer Requests:  
 
· Insert prayer request  
· Insert prayer request  
Spend a few minutes in prayer for insert first name(s)  
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Reflection Verse for the Week 
*Read this verse, then encourage the practice of reflection and memorization throughout the week. 
Romans 15:13 
“I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace because you trust in him.” 
**When practiced consistently, memorizing Bible verses can be an important spiritual practice that centers your mind around the truth that God has given us. 


Daily Devotional Verses 
Use the “Discovery Method” to reflect on the verses below.  For each passage of Scripture, ask yourself these questions:   
· What do these verses reveal about who God is?  
· What do these verses reveal about us/others?  
· What do these verses invite or inspire you to think, feel, or do?  
 
Day 1: Ruth 1:16–17 
Day 2: Psalm 92:1–2 
Day 3: Proverbs 17:17 
Day 4: Mark 2:3–5 
Day 5: Acts 18:24–26 
Day 6: Hebrews 10:24–25 
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