Week 2: HORIZON
Discussion Guide
Before we begin, let’s take a quiet moment and pray for God’s direction for our time together. Then we’ll take a couple of minutes to go around and share where we’ve seen God at work in our lives this week. Specifically, how were you able to apply the action steps from our last time together? To remind you, they were: 1. Let go of something you’ve treated as essential that isn’t. 2. Practice a shared faith marked by mercy, peace, and love. 
Introduction 
Last week, we began our series Horizon, exploring the New Testament letter of Jude and how we can stay focused on Jesus when life pulls us in different directions. How has that been going? 
This week, we continue exploring Jude's warnings about teachings and influences that can gradually pull us away from Jesus. Jude was writing to Christians who were encountering confusing messages about what to believe and how to live. His letter reminds us that not everything sounds spiritual necessarily reflects the teachings of Jesus. 
Connect 
· Have you ever been convinced something was true, only to discover later that you were mistaken? 
· Where do people today get most of their ideas about God and spirituality? 
· What are some ways people can gradually drift away from their values or convictions without realizing it? 
Opening 
Spiritual drift rarely happens all at once. Sometimes it begins with small compromises, misplaced priorities, or ideas that sound good but slowly move us away from Jesus. 
Jude warns his readers about counterfeit spirituality-—beliefs and practices that may sound spiritual but don't reflect the life and teachings of Jesus. He also reminds them of God's marvelous grace, which offers both forgiveness and the power to live differently. 
Rather than simply looking for what is wrong with other people, Jude's warnings invite us to examine our own lives and consider how we can stay spiritually grounded. 


This leads us to our main idea for the week.
Main Idea 
We can protect ourselves from spiritual drift. 
Unpack 
Read each set of verses out loud as a group, making observations as you go. Afterward, discuss each of the connected questions before moving to the next set of verses. The first two passages are stories that Jude is reminding his readers about. 
Read 
Numbers 14:1–11 
Jude reminds his readers about the Israelites who were rescued from Egypt but later refused to trust God (see Jude 5). In this passage, the people become fearful and consider returning to Egypt rather than following God's direction. 
· What caused the Israelites to lose confidence in God's promises? 
· How did their fears influence their decisions and actions? 
· What are some ways fear, comfort, or personal preferences can cause us to drift away from God's direction in your life? 
Read 
Numbers 16:1–11 
Jude also reminds his readers of the ancient story of Korah and his followers rebelling against Moses and Aaron (see Jude 11). In this passage, they are claiming spiritual authority and leadership for themselves. 
· What reasons does Korah give for challenging Moses and Aaron? 
· What is the difference between healthy questioning of authority and resisting accountability?  
· Why might pride make it difficult for us to recognize when we need correction? 
 




Read 
Jude 17–21 
After warning about the dangers of false teaching and outright spiritual rebellion, Jude turns to how followers of Jesus can remain grounded in their faith and God's love. 
· What specific instructions does Jude give his readers in these verses? 
· How do these instructions offer a different way of living from the examples we've just read?  
· What might it look like to put one of Jude's instructions into practice this week? 
Action Steps 
This is where we take what we've discussed and put it into practice! Read the action steps below and discuss how you can live them out this week in practical ways. 
1. Eagerly correct one area of counterfeit spirituality in your life. 
Jude warns about spiritual attitudes that can lead us away from Jesus. These might include placing personal experiences above scripture, using God's forgiveness as an excuse for wrongdoing, resisting accountability, or trying to make Jesus support our personal opinions and agendas. Which of these tendencies do you relate to most? What is one practical step you can take to realign yourself with Jesus? 
2. Model God's marvelous grace to someone who could benefit from it. 
God's grace is more than forgiveness. God's kindness, patience, and love help us grow and change. Think of someone in your life, perhaps someone who doesn't share your faith, who could benefit from experiencing that kind of grace. How could you demonstrate God's grace through encouragement, patience, or an honest conversation? 
Share with the group one action step you will take this week. Be specific. 
Closing 
Preventing spiritual drift doesn't mean we will never struggle, make mistakes, or question what we believe. It means continuing to turn toward Jesus, allowing his teachings to shape our thinking and his grace to transform our lives. As we do this, we can better follow Jesus and show grace to others. 



Pray Together 
As we wrap up, we’ll invite anyone who would like to share something we can pray for together. You can share or just pass. Also, below is a Journey of Faith Missionary we can pray for as we close. 
 
Missionary Focus
Tom
Ministry Description
Tom serves as the South Bay Director for the Fellowship of Christian Athletes focusing on values like integrity, serving, teamwork, and excellence for high school students and coaches.
Prayer Requests 
· That God would be working through Tom and FCA to make His name known to the youth in the South Bay  
· For FCA to continue to pour their resources into each individual student in order to elevate the gospel in their school 
 
Memorization Verse 
When practiced consistently, memorizing Bible verses can be an important spiritual practice that centers your mind around the truth God has given us. 
Jude 21 








Daily Devotional  
Using a practice called the “Discovery Method,” reflect on the verses below. For each passage of scripture, ask yourself these questions: 
· What do these verses reveal about who God is? 
· What do these verses reveal about us/others? 
· What do these verses invite or inspire you to think, feel, or do? 
 
Day 1: Proverbs 14:12 
Day 2: Psalm 25:4-5 
Day 3: Galatians 5:13-16 
Day 4: Proverbs 12:15 
Day 5: 2 Peter 3:17-18 
Day 6: Colossians 3:12-14 
 
 
 
 

